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Social Network Site
MySpace, Facebook and Bebo are arguably the best known examples of Social Networking Sites 
(SNS). However, there are many more (see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_
networking_websites).

In general terms social networking sites are web based services that allow users to create their 
own profile, connect with other users of the system and see their list of connections either with 
other users or services. Read more about social networking sites on Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Social_network_service

Virtual Globe Software
A virtual globe is a 3D software model or representation of the Earth (or even of other planets or 
moons). The first widely publicised and used virtual globe was Google Earth. The user has the ability 
to move freely around the virtual globe and explore its virtual environment by changing their viewing 
angle and position. For more information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_globe

Web 2.0 websites
Web 2.0 refers to a new generation of web services (web sites) that focus on interaction and users 
creaing their own content. The term Web 2.0 was coined by Tim O’Reilly (more at http://www.
oreillynet.com/pub/a/oreilly/tim/news/2005/09/30/what-is-web-20.html) and Wikipedia has 
further information at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_2)

Web Browser
A Web browser is a software programme that interprets the coding language of the World Wide 
Web in graphic form, displaying the translation rather than the coding. This allows anyone to “browse 
the Web” by simple point and click navigation, bypassing the need to know commands used in 
software languages.

Two widely-used examples are Explorer and Firefox. Read more on Wikipedia at http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_browser

Web Mapping Service (WMS)
A web mapping service or WMS is a standard, for spatially referenced geographic data, set by the 
Open Geospatial Consortium. There are two important elements you should know about. There 
are WMS servers (e.g., GeoServer, MapBender, MapServer, etc.) that are specially configured server 
programmes for sending geographic data over the Internet. And there are WMS clients that allow 
users to access, view and possibly edit and analyse the WMS feeds (e.g. Google Earth Pro, NASA 
WorldWind, uDig, Quantum GIS, etc.). Governments, NGOs and others share data in this way, which 
is made easier by the standards put in place. More information can be accessed on Wikipedia at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_Map_Service

Wiki /wiki style
A wiki is software that allows users to create, edit and link web pages easily. When we say wiki-style 
we mean in a collaborative and open way. More information about what a wiki is and its types, visit 
Wikipedia – the best known wiki project - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki 
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page 13 	 (right) Climate Change Contribution Calculator, snapshot of the Who On Earth Cares - 	
	 Australian Climate Change Contribution Calculator project at 
	 http://www.whoonearthcares.com/woec/home.action

page 15	 A map of Kampala: snapshot of the map of Kampala from http://maps.yahoo.com/

page 16	 Mapping the election in Zimbabwe, snapshot of ‘Mapping the election conditions in 	
	 Zimbabwe’ from http://www.sokwanele.com/map/all_breaches

page 18	 NASA world wind - LandSat 7 from LandSat 7: NASA Ames Research Center 
	 http://worldwind.arc.nasa.gov/graphics/screenshots/02.jpg

page 19 	 Neighbours against irresponsible logging, snapshot of the Neighbours Against 		
	 Irresponsible Logging project from http://earth.google.com/outreach/cs_nail.html

page 20 	 GRASS GIS a vector map, a vector-map with the height-lines from the NASA-LandSat-	
	 layers at http://kripton.kripserver.net/software/v.in.osm/visual_osm_height.jpg

page 21 	 Conflict in Angola, a snapshot of project Mapping DD&R and Economies of Violence in 
	 Angola, BICC from http://wms1.ccgis.de/mb22_pg/frames/index.php?PHPSESSID=0ipsgsu	
	 jh7forl2v91getbrp25&gui_id=bicc_angola&mb_myBBOX=6.40536064767307,-21.75341	
	 51052209,31.1060186357767,-1.03789234484909

page 22	 A threat to peace, a snapshot of A Threat to Peace Project, NYC Indymedia 2003
	 http://www.backspace.com/notes/2003/01/24/x.html

page 23	 Planet Mars, The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, page 23

page 24	 Japan, The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, page 93

page 27 	 Flickr Map, snapshot of the Map of the world presented on Flickr site as of 15 January 	
	 2008 (map based on yahoo maps) http://www.flickr.com/map/

page 28 	 VlogMap, snapshot of the Vlog Map service at http://community.vlogmap.org/

pages 28/29  VirtualVideoMap, snapshot of the site at http://www.virtualvideomap.com/

page 29	 Facebook - Friends GPS, snapshot of the Friends GPS application part of 
	 http://www.facebook.com

page 30	 clockwise, logos of the following services: Zonetag photos, OpenStreet Map, Ipoki, 	
	 Socialight, Platial

page 31	 Parc de Monceau, The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, page 63

page 23	 Climatological and oceanographic maps; Surface currents, from The Agile Rabbit book of 	
	 Historical and Curious Maps, page 38

page 32	 black and white image of Ancient plan of Shanghai, China from The Agile Rabbit book of 	
	 Historical and Curious Maps page 49

page 37	 Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, page 67

back 	 (outside cover) compass rose from The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, 

Illustrations
Descriptions and sources for illustrations used are as follows:

cover	 Map of Grozny from the  virtual collection of the University of Texas at Austin, http://	
	 www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/ modified by the guide designer
page i	 Detail from the solar system according to Copernicus and Ptolemeus from 
	 The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps by Pepin van Rooyen
	 published byThe Pepin Press BV, 2005, www.pepinpress.com: page 4

page iv 	 Asia, from The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, page 87

page 3	 South Pole and expeditions, The Agile Rabbit book of Historical and Curious Maps, page 29

page 5 	 Superfund, Center for Public Integrity – Superfund Project at
	 http://www.publickintegrity.org/superfund

page 6 	 Crisis in Darfur, snapshot of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum –
	 Crisis in Darfur Project at http://www.ushmm.org/maps/

page 7 	 (top) Health map, a snapshot of the Children’s Hospital Informatics Program of the 	
	 Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences & Technology - Health Map  project at
	 http://www.healthmap.org/en

page 7 	 (bottom) Violence in Kenya, Usahahidi.com map of the Violence in Kenya 2007/08 at
	 http://www.ushahidi.com/index.asp

page 8 	 (left) Tracking elephants in Sri Lanka, snapshot of the Center for Conservation and 	
	 Research Sri Lanka (ccrsl) – tracking GPS-collared elephants in Sri Lanka Project at  
	 http://demo.respere.com/ccrsl/index.php?ccr_url=map

page 8 	 (right) Open Street Map, snapshot of Open Street Map’s map of Johannesburg at  
	 http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/index.php/Current_events

page 9	 Internet censorship, a snapshot of the Global Voices Internet Censorship project at 
	 http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline.org/maps/

page 10 	 (top) Show Me The Money at http://www.sunlightlabs.com/earmarks/

page 10 	 (bottom) Conflict Mapping, snapshot of The International Conflict Research - The War  
	 Views: Visualizing and Animating Geographic Data on Conflict mapping project at  
	 http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/warviews

page 11	 2007 Burma protests, snapshot of the Alternative ASEAN Network on Burma - 2007 	
	 Burma Protests Map at http://www.altsean.org/

page 12	 Coal-mining destruction, snapshot of the Appalachian Voices - the environmental
	 destruction caused by coal mining in the southern and central Appalachian Mountains, at 	
	 http://www.appvoices.org/

page 13	 (left) Relief Web - Kenya Violence, snapshot of the Relief Web - Relief Web Maps 	
	 project - Kenya Election Violence 2007/2008 at 
	 http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc100?OpenForm



There are so many mapping technologies in use, 
how do I decide which one is best for me?

I want to take an existing map, 
add to it and host it on my web page

Map API: p16
Map APIs are maps hosted by a service such as Google or Open Layers. You can use 
them for interaction on the web and customise them and embed into a website. 

I want to add my data to 
a map hosted on a social 
networking website

I want to add some other 
media to my map, such as 
video, pictures or sound

Virtual globe: p18

WIKI style mapping: p30

Flash mapping: p22

Open source GIS: p20

I want to add data or pictures 
directly from my mobile phone 
to a map hosted on a website 
other than my own

I want to access satellite imagery 
of the earth and create a map 
presentation of the imagery that 
can be shared with others

I want to create a fancy 
online presentation with 
maps to highlight my data, 
images or other media and I 
have some ideas about Flash

I am comfortable using new 
software. I have some geographic 
data that I want to use to create 
my own map from scratch. I want 
it to show only information that 
is important to me

Good for reporting 
and live monitoring.  
Works best in Europe 
and the US and works 
only with small number 
of mobile phones 

Open Source GIS are software programmes that allow users to adding and edit 
geographic data.  They are available as desktop software and are becoming 
increasingly available over the web. They are typically complex tools to work with 

Social networking: p26
Most of the services based on Google maps  

 Mobile phone mapping: p29
Most of the services based on Google maps

Multimedia ventures: p26

Virtual globes are software programmes that make a wealth of satellite imagery 
available to the end user.  They can also be used to add other data to and to create 
robust map presentations that can be shared with others using the same software 

If you are 
experienced with 
Flash you can create 
your own maps.  
Other applications 
exist that allow 
you to take a Flash 
map, customise it 
and embed it in a 
website. Flash maps 
typically look sleek

Best for 
mapping and 
organising visual and 
audio multimedia

By using one of the services based on Google maps or Yahoo maps

Best for 
collaborative maps 
where there is a 
lack of good data

A wiki is software that allows users to create, 
edit and link web pages easily

You need to know Flash. For example, 
go to The World Freedom Atlas

I want to 
work on a 
collaborative or 
wiki-style map

OTHER SOURCES 
OF DATA

Government data (p31) 
National government, UN 
organisations and other 
bodies often make data 
available on infrastructure, 
populations, etc. But 
availability of this kind of 
data varies from country 
to country

Commercial data 
(this booklet 
does not cover 
it) Companies 
often make satellite 
imagery, road 
data and other 
information 
available for a 
price. Pricing and 
availability 
varies  from 
country to 
country

Best for 
complex maps that 
require significant 
work.  You will 
probably need 
either government 
data available or a 
significant collection of 
your own data in place

Good for 
representing 
multimedia content 
on the map

Good for 
creating quick and 
simple maps, all you 
need is some good 
internet access

Best for 
complex maps where 
satellite data is important 
and you are ok with 
downloading software to 
do this, which typically 
takes up a lot of bandwidth

colour codes

	 fairly easy to make
	 a bit harder to make
	 rather difficult to make
	 not necessarily covered 	
	 in this guide

shape codes

	 type of mapping
	 example of tool
	 we don’t really 		
	 cover it in this guide
	 line links tools 		
	 and services that 		
	 have multiple functions

Tactical Tech: February 2010
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We would love to see other examples of useful maps, in 
particular from non English speaking countries. If you know 
of any maps used for advocacy please send us a link – or a 
snapshot if it is not online for any reason – to: 
mapping@tacticaltech.org.  Authors of the best links may 
receive a prize (we cannot promise but we will definitely 
acknowledge every friendly mail by sending a nice email back. 
Of course we are also open to helpful critical comments.)

You’ve got data, now what do you do with it?

How do you tell your story using a map?

How can you create your map in 10 minutes?

How can you explain what’s happening in your 

    region using a map?




